CHAPTER VI

THE GKEAT MIGRATION

WHILE the fate of the Northwest still hung in
the balance, emigration from the eastern States
became the rage. "Every small farmer whose
barren acres were covered with mortgages, whose
debts pressed heavily upon him, or whose roving
spirit gave him no peace, was eager to sell his
homestead for what it would bring and begin life
anew on the banks of the Muskingum or the Ohio." *
Land companies were then just as optimistic and
persuasive as they are today, and the attractions
of the western country lost nothing in the telling.
Pamphlets described the climate as luxurious, the
soil as inexhaustible, the rainfall as both abun-
dant and well distributed, the crops as unfailingly
bountiful; paid agents went among the people
assuring them that a man of push and courage

1 McMaster, History of the People of the United States, vol. in.,
p. 481.
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